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• :• •' . " GENEVA NEGOTIATIONS 

* * - t . , • * 4 * , ' <. , * 

•At tils news conference 'today. Secretary of State . 

John Poster Dulles made the following statement: ; 

.. The Geneva negotiations reflected the military develops 
ments in Indotihina. After nearly eight years of war the • 
forces of the French Union had lost control of nearly one-. ■. 
half of Vietnam, their hold on the balance was precarious, 
and the French people did not desire to prolong the war. 

• ' * I 

These basic facts inevitably dominated the Indochina ; 
phase of the Geneva Conference and led to settlements which, 
as President Eisenhower said, contain many features which we; ... / 
do not like. . 

.. • Since this- -’was so, and since the United States itself 
was. neither a belligerent in Indochina nor subject to com- ;:, 
pulsions which applied to others, we did not become a party 
to the conference results. We merely noted them and said 
that, In accordance with the United Nations Charter, we would 
not seek by force to overthrow the settlement. We went on to 
affirm our dedication to the principle of self-determination 
of peoples and our hope that the agreements would permit 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam to be really sovereign and independent 
nations. 


The Important thing from now on is not to mourn the 
past but to seize the future opportunity to prevent the loss 
in Northern Vietnam from leading to the extension of communism 
throughout Southeast Asia and the Southwest Pacific. In this 
effort all of the free nations concerned should profit by the 
lessons of the past. 


One lesson is that resistance to communism needs popular 
support and this in turn means that the people should feel that 
they are defending their own national institutions. One of 
the good aspects of the Geneva conference is that It advances 
the truly independent status of Cambodia, Laos and southern 
Vietnam. Prime Minister Mendes -France said yesterday that 
Instructions had been given to the French representatives in 
Vietnam to complete by July 30 precise projects for the trans- 
fers of authority which will give reality to the independence 
which France had promised. This independence is already a 
fact in Laos and Cambodia, and it was demonstrated at Geneva, 
notably by the Government of Cambodia. The evolution from 
colonialism to national independence is thus about to be com- 
pleted in Indochina, and the free governments of this area 
should from now on be able to enlist the loyalty of their 


people 
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people to maintain their independence as against communist 
colonialism. 

A second lesson which should he learned is that arrange- 
ments for collective defense need to be made in advance of 
aggression, not after it is underway. ' The United States for 
over a year advocated united action in the area, but this 
proved not to be practical under the conditions which existed. 
We believe, however, that now it will be practical to bring 
about collective arrangements to promote the security of the 
free peoples of Southeast Asia. Prompt steps will be taken 
in this direction. In this connection we should bear in mind 
that the problem is not merely one of deterring open armed 
aggression but of preventing communist subversion which, 
taking advantage of economic dislocations and social injustice, 
might weaken and finally overthrow the non-communist govern- 
ments • 

If the free nations which have a stake In this area will 
now work together to avail of present opportunities in the 
light of past experience, then the loss of the present may 
lead to a gain for the future. 

# * * 
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